Introduction
Environmental tobacco smoke (ETS) occurs in homes, at workplaces, and in public places. The acute irritating and noxious effects of involuntary exposure to ETS, or "passive smoking," are well established. Based in part on these irritating properties of ETS, a recent report of the NRG recommended a ban on smoking in the small enclosed spaces of airliner cabins (National Research Council, 1986). More than 20 states and numerous local governments have enacted legislation and policies restricting smoking (1985 information obtained from the Office on Smoking and Health, personal communications). Such_p_ublic information campaigns and other actions have convinced a large portion of the population that active cigarette smoking is dangerous to health. To many, this also implies that exposure to ETS can affect health. This report, in part, evaluates whetherthe..latter beliefs are warranted. It also makes recommendations for future.exppsure monitoring and epidemiologic research.
The issues are complex. In__someCeases the conclusions are uncertain, because much of the scientific data necessary to shed light on these concerns does not exist. This report addresses the following major issues pertaining to ETS:
• The nature of the smoke. What constitutes ETS? What are the chemicals in ETS and what are the dilutions therein? There are two physical phases of smoke: particulate phase and vapor phase. What chemicals are in each phase? Are any of these chemicals carcinogenic or toxic, as determined in bioassays?
13rs of cigarettes smoked in the home by eith the mother or the father. Further work is needed to determine t nature of this association.
